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Overview of market structure*

Service
Fixed
GSM Mobile

DSt

Internet Services

Doto Services

E1 Line Provision
{% of market shore)

CATV

Owner Operator Market size
State Mol /0GERO. | 750,000
State (olfo) Orascom {900,000
State (MTC Touch) Zoin | 1,200,000
State MoT/0GERO  |90,000
Vorious private n/o 10,000
State MoT/0GERO 151,000
Vorious private ISPs  {n/a 29,000
State MoT/0GERO | 58,000
Vorious private DSPs  {n/a 22,000
State MoT/OGERO  {37%
Various private n/o 63%
Various formal private | Cable Vision, NA.
EcoNet, Digitek
Various unlicensed 750,000**

Al ddata as of March 2009

Haoerseholds

Nevterve: World Bavk

owner of Internet provider IDM. “How do they
expect us 1o take seriously the security effort
[the government] is doing to sccure the GSM
[Global System for Mobile communications|
networks when such big issues are kept under
the rug? It's just not serious and it calls their
credibility into question.”

A source with knowledge of the Barouk pro-
ceedings told Execunive that a colonel in the
Lebanese Army posted at the MOT during the
last cabinet’s term in 2009, had spearheaded the
discovery of the Barouk station along with 80 ro
100 other illepal operators. Haidar confirmed
this officer was Colonel Dany Fares.,

According to the same source, after the
telecommunications equipment, built by the Is-
raeh firm Ceragon, was confiscated by the au-
thorities, a man named Fadi Qassem infiltrated
the location where the equipment was being
held and was later re-apprehended by military
intelligence with the equipment in his posses-
sion. The source added thar Qassem was let go
“immediately™ because of political pressure,
Several other sources, which also asked to re-
main anonymaous, confirmed to EXFCUTIVE that
Qassem was behind the operation, though he
was described as “small fry™ by one.

In February 2009, in the midst of a polirical
debate over wiretapping during the term of the
last cabinet, MP Walid Joumblatt — who exer-
cises far-reaching influence over the Chouf Area
— called for Colonel Fares to be removed from
his post in the telecoms ministry in an interview
with Ad Divar newspaper. It was later during
this government’s term thar Defense Minister
Michel Murr ordered the colonel to be removed
from the telecoms mmistry, according to Haidar.

Murr also came under attack last month in
the Lebanese press after Wikileaks, a global
whistleblower site, released United States diplo-
matic documents from March 2008 to Al Akbar
newspaper stating that Murr advised the US on
where any future attack may hit and that he
would instruct the army to move in only after any
Israeli attack had wiped out the resistance move-
ment. The Ministry of Defense did not respond to
a request for clarification and an interview,

In December a Hezbollah tp-off led to two
more discoveries of Israchi espionage devices on
Mount Sannine and, once again, the Barouk
Maountain cast of the capital. At present there is a
committee tasked with uncovering illegal opera-
tors within the telecommunications ministry but
Haidar refused to disclose details of how many il-
legal operators have been apprehended so far.

The road ahead

So while the country has been waiting for
vears for a way forward, and there does seems to
be some momentum building 1o end the road-
block to move us onto the broadband highway,
pohitics still seems to be leaving our tres flar.

“We are losing our voices telling [the politi-
clans] to remove the telecom sector from politics
because this is an economic and strategic sector
for the rest of the country, nor a stand alone sec-
tor,” says the LTAS Torbey. “God willing, they
will hear us one day.” F
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